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troulle. In general the brethren are getting on happily here,
and in a good spirit. There are restless ones, who soem Tormed
to exercise one’s paticnce; this is very useful, if it is there to
be exercised, and not overcome. But paticnce must have its
perfect worky, and in due time we shall reap, if we faint not.
How simple it is that God alone does any good; and now that
the machine is out of order, few can come in with authority,
and, when altempted, it only makes confusion, 1 do trusk the
brethiren in the A, and all in France, will wallk faithfully. The
eyes of men are more on them everywhere than ever they were,
nned 1f Lhis witness were-to fail, I do not believe there conld be
any other as to the truth witnessed for until the Lord comes.
He might set us aside, and raise up other witnesses to the
same truthe, but I have not a doubt that the truths are final
ane full ones for the saints, . . . Paul says, “T cowit all things
but dung, that T may win Christ;” awd, alus! he had to sy
to the Philippians,. " All seele their own.” He can awalken us
to live more to Him: may He give this to us!

It is a blessed thing to serve Christ in the present course of
service, though we have laid up all our happiness with Iim
for that day.

Decenmder, 1877,

My pear Brotaur—I am always glad to hear from you,
and of Auvstralia, even if I Jdo not answer ab onee, whieh
excessive oceupation sometimes hinders my deing. I am very
thankful that they are happicr at . The Lord is sufficient
for all things; that we must carefully remember, It is the great
thing.” 1 am the more thankful, as it would seem to be a Teal
worle of grace, not merely what is called settling things. [
think we have to remember that our park is to go in the strait
and narrow path, to follow the word, and let all move on
around us under God’s hand, It is quite possible there may
have been fuults in the path of exclusives: I think there were
—fruits of wealkness—myself the first, I do not doubt of our
path, and that we have to follow the word in peacefulness and
grace—as I have often said—the feet in the narrow path, the
heart as large as we can, by grace. I dread narrowness oxcos-
sively—what does not embrace the intercsts of all that are
Christ’s. - We bave nob to promote Lretheenism,” but the
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interest of every sonl we meet with, just where its need is. I
can honestly say I never thought of ‘brethren’ with a single
soul T ever met with-—never—hut what that soul wanted from
God, as far as T was abla,

I have the fullest persussion that the testimony we have is
God's testimony for the last days—tha pospel Paul proached,

bronght ouf to light—what I never enspected when 1 began in
this city, just fifty years ago now. T sought to walk for my
own conseienee as the word tanght me. The Ioose brethren are
just gone back, with some bad ecelesiastical habits changed,
to the eamp and its principles, I do not think we should be
occupied with them as such. IT they had the truth brethren
are built upon, they have given it up to get on with the
church-world. T admit the difficulty of combining Joshus, who
did not leave Moses® tabernacle ontside, and Moses, who, having
established i6 outeide, went back into the camp in testimony;
but this is o question of spiritual capacity, in grace. Jereminh
xv. 19 laid held of me in starting as o guiding voerse, reading
the chapter as shewing the working of his soul. We have anly
to go on right, firm in the exclusion of evil und bad doctrine,
but seeking the good of all souls, separating the preciows from
the vile, and being as God's mouth, sccording to what ia given
to us. Brethren are in a new pesition; attention is universally
drawn to them. The Spirit of Ged is working, the emptiness
of what is hiad in churches is felt: it is commonly owned that
they have more of scripture. This is a new, and in somne
respects, a dangerous position, but T pray the Lord may keep
them. It is a call for faithfulness and lowliness, not to lase
their nothingness—to be an afllicted and poor people, ealling
on the name of the Lord, This is what I earncstly pray for.
What I dread ia the world slipping in. What use are they if
it does? Very full truth compatible with worldliness—that is
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a poor testimony, and eannot last. God will not allow it. The :

Lord keep us little in our own eyes! . 2
As to ——, dear Dbrother, let patience have its perfect work.

It is the secret of triumph according to God: “strengthened

with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience

and longsuffering with joyfulness.,” The signs of an apostle
were wrought in all patience. I admit in tﬁe. Tallest way, the

runvof the“church m the world, but this is no reason for con-
tinuing in the evil that brought it in; and into which it has
led. *From such turn away’ is the word. And then “follow



